[On the absorption and excretion of raubasin in rats with particular reference to a method for the direct determination of the alkaloid].
A sensitive method has been developed for the determination of raubasin in biological fluids. The procedure involves preliminary solvent extraction of raubasin and its metabolites from alkaline body fluids into chloroform, followed by thin-layer chromatography and in situ fluorimetric quantitation. This method permits the quantitative assay of raubasin down to 0.02 mug with a standard deviation of less than 5%. Drug recovery from plasma is greater than 85%. The method has been applied to the measurement of raubasin concentrations found in rat plasma and urine after a single, oral dose of the alkaloid. A biliary elimination of the unchanged drug and of some metabolites has been demonstrated.